Work Begins on Nehru Memorial Museum and Library Archive Digitisation Project
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Professor Mridula Mukherjee (NMML Director) and T. Natrajan (HCL Infosystems Associate VP)

The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library programme to modernise and preserve its unique collection of historical documents has taken another step forward with the signing of a contract between HCL Infosystems and NMML for the provision of scanning and digitisation services. NMML Director, Professor Mridula Mukherjee and HCL Infosystems Associate Vice President Mr T. Natrajan along with NMML officials attended the official contract signing at Teen Murti Bhawan on 19th October 2009.

Work has already begun on the digitisation of NMML archives onsite at Teen Murti Bhawan and introduction of the Integrated Document Management System (IDMS) alongside ongoing activities by NMML to preserve the documents in the archives for posterity. The initial phase of the digitisation project is to run for 2 years, focusing on the most historically significant and valuable documents in the archive.

The objectives of the digitisation project are:

Preservation: Preservation of all the rare documents is the foremost objective. Once the documents are scanned and digitised, preservation of the original can be ensured for a much longer period as the need to handle the physical documents would be eliminated or minimised to a great extent since digital document would be made available through the IDMS. NMML is taking great care to modernise its document storage to ensure that the documents held remain in good condition.

Improve Accessibility: The IDMS would make the NMML holdings more accessible to scholars, researchers, academics and the general public, both within the NMML premises as well as those who cannot personally visit NMML. 

Enhance Searchability: All holdings would be linked based on subjects, themes or any other criteria making a tremendous amount of data easily available on any subject matter for research. Any researcher looking for content on any subject or themes will have a unified access to content on all media types (manuscripts, photographs, audio, video, microfilms etc.) thereby making the searching much more easier and faster. 

The current collections held by NMML in its archives include:

Manuscripts: The research center has a vast collection of manuscripts including private papers (both individual and institutional) and miscellaneous documents. The manuscripts collection contains over 40 million individual documents and is growing daily.

Photographs: The library has photographs pertaining to the freedom movement from pre to post independence period of India. The organizing and cataloguing system in this section provides detailed information of each photograph. Currently there are approximately 250,000 photographs in the collection.

Microfilms & Microfiches: This section of the research centre contains Microfilms and Microfiches of Newspapers, Books & Reports, Debates, Periodicals, Private Collection, Settlement Papers, and Thesis etc written in English, Hindi, Urdu and other regional languages of India. The material available on microfilms dates back to 200 years into modern Indian history. The research center also contains Microfilms and Microfiches of Books, Reports, Census of India, Gazettes, Missionary Records, and a Selection from the records of the Government of India. Approximately 10 million microfilms and microfiches are held at NMML.

